Apoptosis and Bbcl-2 expression in gastric carcinomas: correlation withclinicopathological variables, p53 expression, cell proliferation and prognosis.
We investigated apoptosis and Bcl-2 expression in 221 advanced gastric carcinomas in correlation with clinicopathological variables, p53 expression, cell proliferation and prognosis, using the in situ DNA nick end labeling method and immunohistochemistry. Apoptosis was associated with high immunoreactivity of proliferating cell nuclear antigen. Bcl-2 expression correlated with a low apoptotic index and less malignant behavior of tumors. Prognostically, Bcl-2 expression was associated with a better prognosis, whereas p53 expression was the most important prognostic risk factor. Thus, apoptosis in gastric carcinomas is associated with cell proliferation, and Bcl-2 expression may have a prognostic importance as well as p53 expression.